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Li Tianbing, Manger Avec Les Pandas, 2012 (Courtesy of Art Plural Gallery)

MAKING TIME FOR ART

Unlikv artists of yore, who have restricted
access to the world, contemporary artists
today are researching. referencing, creating
and proliferating in a highly cross-cultural and
international context, whether they like it or not.
Swiss watch manufacturer Audemars Piguet,
which has been a longtime supporter of the arts,
finds great synergy with these developments.
\ccording to Oliviero Bottinelli, managing

. the brand’s

director of Audemars Piguet in Asi
global presence in the field of the arts was a
natural progression of its pursuit of creativity,
innovation and the spirit of independence.

“Our inseparable ties as associate partner
of Art Basel is a highlight of our involvement
in major contemporary art shows and is a
representation of our constant exploration in
the intertwining worlds of artistic excellence and
technical mastery,” he says.

Indeed, it is this pursuit of artistic
collaboration which led to Audemars Piguet
backing Art Plural: Voices Of Contemporary Art, a
book project which was unveiled during Art Stage
Singapore in January. The selection of 27 leading

international contemporary artists featured is

curated by Swiss gallerist Frederie de Senarclens
of Art Plural Galle

Founded by Frederic and Carole de

Senarclens, Art Plural Gallery presents solo
and group exhibitions, installations, public art

projects, conferences and art publications. Given
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Fabienne Verdier, L'un, 2012 (Courtesy of Art Plural Gallery)
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Audemars Piguet is dedicated to embracing and showcasing contemporary artists

from Asia and the region
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that Art Plural Gallery and Audemars Piguet both
share a passion for quality. technique, and skill, as
well as a strong eye for aesthetics, the partnership
germinated organically.

According to Frederie de Senarclens, the
book allows the reader to see art through the eyes
of an art dealer. "It presents a diversity of talents
from all over the world and represents a small
selection from a wide range of artists that are very
relevant to today’s world,” he says.

The artists featured are as varied as they
are intriguing. From China to India and Europe

to the Americas, the artists profiled clearly help

foster dialogue by bridging East and West in
today’s globalised art world. These artists include
Ali Banisadr, lan Davenport, Bernard Frize, Imran
Qureshi, Pablo Reinoso, Tian Taiquan, Bernar

Venel, Fabienne Verdier, Zhang Huan and Zhang

Niaogang.

Banisadr’s abstract paintings, for instance,
blend personal memories and imagination with
Persian and Islamic historical influences to give
voice to his childhood experiences of the Tran-
Iraq war, while Pakistan-born Qureshi’s work

util

s traditional Mughal miniature painting
techniques Lo portray 21st-century interpretations
of society, polities and nature.

Despite the daunting number of names

involved, Frederic Senarclens says that owing to a

strong pre-existing relationship with collaborators
Michael Peppiatt. who is an esteemed art eritic
and curator, Jane A. Peterson. a Singapore-based
journalist who writes for the Financial Times and
other global publications, and Audemars Piguet,
they were able to move very quickly with the

project: it was completed in six months.



“This is an incredible achievement for all
of us considering the size of the project and the
large selection of 27 artists. The experience of
connecting with all 27 artists, running interviews,
building the design of the book and putting it all
together has been amazing and invaluable.” he
adds.

What makes the book particularly relevant is
the fact that it is full of insights that benefit both
seasoned art collectors and readers who are new to
contemporary art. Artist chapters showease large-
scale, true reproductions that allow the artworks
to stand alone and, at the same time, to be viewed
in conjunction with the artist’s larger body of
work. What readers will also find satisfying is that
the book explores the works of artists who have
acquired lasting international recognition as well
as those al the cusp of notoriety.

For Audemars Piguet, this art project serves
to underscore the connection between art and
watchmaking. As a further indication of its
support of the local arts scene, Audemars Piguet
also partnered with the Prudential Eye Awards,
which is an initiative to celebrate and recognise
artistic talent from across greater Asia. For
this inaugural awards, one of China’s foremost
contemporary artists. Liu Niaodong, was honoured
with a Millenary 4101 timepiece for Outstanding
Contribution to Asian Art, sponsored by
Audemars Piguet. According to Bottinelli, it was
a timepiece that reflected artistic interpretations
in its unique three-dimensional appearance and
atypical architecture design. making it most apt
for this award.

Summing up its interest in the arts scene,

Bottinelli say and the

: “Haute horlogerie
arts are closely related as both are devoted to
creativity and mastery. These projects were
excellent platforms for us to highlight the
We consider our watches pieces of art and our

walchmakers skilled and talented artisans.”

ART PLURAL

(From left to right) Frederic de Senarclens, Chin
Bottinelli, Michael Peppiatt, Jill Lloyd, Carole de
Senarclens, Oliviero Bottinelli

Art Plural: Voices Of C
in six months.
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